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Celebrating the holiday season 
with drawings from our children 


TODAY’S ARTIST 
llikea Naehu 


7, Kualapuu Elementary School, Molokai 


The Star-Advertiser presents an ornament 
each day through Dec. 25. 
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$5425 /mo 


~ FOR3 YEARS | 
Call 643-0809 or visit 
hawaiiantel.com/holiday 


Limited time offer. Some restrictions apply. 
See website for details. 
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Union warning 

over IT projects 
pose political 
threat for Ige 
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Gov. David Ige: 

“We are committed to provide the training 
that all the employees will need so that 
they can be successful as we transition 
from the old system to the new system.” 


By Kevin Dayton 


kdayton@staradvertiser.com 


Twice this fall the state’s largest union 
has issued dire warnings about efforts by 
Gov. David Ige’s administration to up- 
grade critically important state computer 
systems, and that pushback is taking on 
political implications as Ige prepares for a 
tough Democratic primary next year. 

When Ige first came to office, he pub- 
licly pledged to implement “state-of-the-art 
technology” that would allow state agen- 
cies to do their jobs more efficiently and 
effectively. Administration officials specifi- 
cally cited the obsolete state payroll and 
attendance record-keeping systems as 
components of Hawaii government that 
are long overdue for modernization. 

But recent employee and union com- 
plaints about the administration’s com- 
puter projects raise questions about 
whether Ige can make good on those 
promises just as public attention is begin- 
ning to shift to next year’s election. 

A contract worth more than $37 million 
was awarded last year to overhaul the 
state’s payroll and worker attendance 
systems, but the Hawaii Government Em- 
ployees Association last week sent state 
Comptroller Rod Becker a letter warning 
the payroll project is being rushed and is 
understaffed. 

HGEA Executive Director Randy Per- 
reira also alleged that contractor Cherry- 
Road Technologies Inc. is “delivering 
poor-quality work.” 

When state workers point out problems 
with the project, “those who identify the 
challenges are harassed, scolded or even 
threatened” by the contractor, by Ige’s 
Chief Information Officer Todd Nacapuy, or 
by his staff, Perreira wrote. 


Please see IGE, A3 


local&business sports 


Obituaries B5 


fra 
w 
= 
D 
S 
= 
[0] 
at 
5 
R 
© 
5 


Lee Cataluna B1 UH men’s basketball C1 
Heisman Trophy winner C1 


By Dan Nakaso 


dnakaso@staradvertiser.com 


etired Air Force Sgt. “Skip” 
Wheeler stood among the chaos 
of angry and confused homeless 
people being swept by state sher- 
iff’s deputies on Monday and of- 
fered a blunt assessment of 
himself and his situation as a 
homeless military veteran. 

“Basically, I’m a lazy bum,” Wheeler, 70, 
told the Honolulu Star-Advertiser as 69 
other homeless people poured out of a 
Mapunapuna bike path on Department of 
Transportation property. “I need adult su- 
pervision. I say that truthfully. I’m not mo- 
tivated.” 

Wheeler’s unvarnished assessment only 
fueled the frustration felt by Salt Lake resi- 
dent Dennis Egge, also 70, whose own na- 
val service in Vietnam as a chief petty 
officer between 1968 and 1975 overlapped 
with Wheeler’s service in Vietnam be- 
tween 1964 and 1968. 

“We have these people who will take 
anything they can take from the system,” 


currents travel insight 
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Egge said. “Whatever we're willing to give, 
they'll take it — and they want more.” 

Egge, a part-time condominium man- 
ager, tries to help Oahu’s homeless when 
he can. On Friday night, Egge helped drop 
off three large trays of rice, beef broccoli 
and chicken long rice to the Institute for 
Human Services that could serve dozens 
of people in the state’s largest homeless 
shelter. 

At the same time, Egge represents un- 
told others across Oahu who are “easily 
frustrated” — as he put it — that more 
homeless seem unwilling to change their 
lives for the better. 

“It’s sad, actually,” Egge said. “Very sad.” 

But Wheeler did take an important first 
step. 

On Friday, for the first time, Wheeler 
woke up in the city’s Hale Mauliola home- 
less “navigation center” on Sand Island af- 
ter moving in the day before. He had new, 


Please see “SKIP” WHEELER, A 12 
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AVietnamvet’s indecision 

about living in a home .- 
or returning to the streets 
underscores the challenges of / 
housing the chronically homeless — 
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It feels like living with 
my parents. I don’t 
want to be told what to 
do. I came here making 
my own decisions. I 
don’t hurt anybody 
with my decisions.” 
“Skip” Wheeler 

The former Air Force sergeant 
stood in front of his temporary 
home at Hale Mauliola on Sand 
Island on Friday. He could be 


eligible for permanent housing 
in Kapolei. 
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